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What is a literature review?

For the purposes of our class, a literature review does not imply a mechanical, dry overview of research conducted on a particular topic. Instead, you should take it to mean a thematic, inherently selective understanding of issues in a particular area of organizational communication inquiry. The upshot of this is that as you put your review together, your emphasis should not so much be on what’s ‘out there’ by way of research as it should be on your take on it.

That said, remember that I am not interested in reading about your personal reactions to the articles per se—that’s the sort of position better taken in a précis than in a full-fledged review. Instead, I am interested in hearing you argue such issues as

a) The history/context/significance of the area of inquiry

b) Why this area of inquiry is important

c) What major themes characterize the area

d) How research in the area can improve our understandings of organizations in particular and communication in general

d) What the ‘next big step’ in the area should be

e) The logical empirical and theoretical questions that emerge as a result of this review

As you go through these issues and write the essay, you may reference a set of examples, or even a current or potential data site.

How will I be graded?

I will evaluate you using a range of criteria. You must remember that you are writing a full-scale essay, not answering a list of questions. You need an introduction (a preview, and the ol’ thesis) a body (major sections and subsections with transitions, signposts—the works) and conclusion. You must use a style manual: pick APA, Chicago, MLA—I’m not particular, as long as you pick one and use it consistently. Some questions I will ask as I read your essay are:

a) Are there arguments being made or are you only stating a position?

b) Is there evidence of sufficient work in terms of the number of readings?

c) Is there a clear demonstration of a thorough, graduate-level understanding of the readings being discussed?

d) Are significant connections being made to topics we have covered throughout this semester?

e) Are definitions, examples and explanations provided when appropriate?

f) Is the essay written clearly, organized well and formatted correctly?

g) Is there clear evidence that the essay, the language, and the thoughts expressed are original?

What else?
a) Your paper should be at least twelve pages long, in 12-font Times New Roman, double-spaced text with regular margins, or equivalent. 

b) You must sign up for a presentation date of either May 1 or May 8. 

c) Feel free to run your thoughts or a draft of your work by me for an ungraded verbal response.

d) Given the readjustment in our schedules, you may check the final exam out from me anytime between April 25 and May 8. 

e) Your paper is due in my office by May 15, during Finals week.

