Department of Tourism Management
We were all pleased to support Asad Mohsin and his joint-winning of the Emergent Scholar Award for 2004 – and we all acclaimed his acceptance speech for its wit, heartfelt acknowledgement of his colleagues – and its brevity!  Well done Asad!  From the UK Tim Lockyer writes of  bitterly cold weather and a warm welcome at Bournemouth University where he is currently located, and acknowledged that in his absence the Department would go to the dogs!  Well not quite – the Department sought to supplement its diminishing research accounts with an evening at the Cambridge Raceway with a few bets on the harness racing. There was, it might be said, mixed results, and if in future newsletters you read of a colleague staying at the Versaci Hotel for indecent periods of time, then you will know who gained most money, albeit perhaps with dubious tastes!  No – I have to tell you truth – we all lost big time and are now looking to the Departments of Economics and Finance to bail us out under our joint chairperson, Frank Scrimgeour.
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Some staff members and family vainly

Seeking riches at Cambridge Raceway

Asad not only won the emergent scholar award, but recently received a letter from the Australian Council of Universities in Tourism and Hospitality Education stating that the paper he had co-authored with Alison McIntosh and Jenny Cave had been recognized as one of the best papers at the 2005 CAUTHE Conference, and was thus being published in the Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management.  

Our latest addition to the ranks of book author is Anne Zahra with the publication of A Guide to the Law for Tourism and Hospitality Students (Pearson, 2005).  While not expecting it to be in the running for Booker Prize award, we are all encouraging our students to buy it!  Anne also recently gave a presentation to members of RTONZ (Regional Tourism Organisations New Zealand) in Christchurch on past policies relating to tourism planning and promotion – if only to prove that there is little new.

Chris Ryan was also recently in Australia where the highlight was his filming the attack by ‘Hannibal’ a five-metre crocodile, on what became known as ‘Ivor the Survivor’ – a three-metre crocodile on the Adelaide River on a trip back to the Northern Territory.  This film has done the rounds in the Department, where scientific consensus was that ‘Hannibal was a big bugger!’ More prosaically he also returned with various data sets and a research project to complete for the Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Commission and the Northern Territory Tourist Commission.
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Subject of research declining to answer questionnaire

Jenny Cave has not been inactive either, having attended the Pasifika Festival and also being commissioned by the Pacific Island Advisory Board Waitakere Inc to pursue further research on Pacific Islanders – which is quite handy considering it may aid her doctoral studies!
Charlie Panakera recently returned from a very rewarding PRO€INVEST EU-ACP Investment Conference Fiji, where he presented 21 tourism projects on behalf of Solomon Islands operators. The main objective of PROFIT in the Pacific is to promote partnership and investment opportunities in the Pacific tourism sector by creating liaisons between enterprises from the Pacific region with potential investors and partners from Europe, Oceania (including Australia and New Zealand), Japan and the USA. Arrays of colourful tourism projects such as ‘star gazing resorts’, a tropical bird sanctuary, a ‘fuzzy fuzzy resort treetop resort’, to the traditional large scale integrated resorts totaling to US$ 500million, were tabled. Following the event, projects demonstrating sound development potential received additional assistance from financial institutions, including the European Investment Bank (EIB), CDE and ACP-EU to support the successful implementation of business agreements. Whilst in Fiji, Charlie also spent a few days checking out new and interesting properties for this year’s tourism student trip.

Yoel Mansfeld has been using some of his time with us to very sensibly tour New Zealand with his family, and reinforces the overseas view that New Zealand is indeed a beautiful country. But like many tourism academics, pleasure is mixed with work and thus he has been collecting yet more data for the research project being undertaken with Alison McIntosh on Israeli hosting in the Godzone. We look forward to the eventual publication.
We should also use these pages to welcome Gui Lohmann who is with the Department on a one year contract. Gui hails from Brasil and was recently at Victoria University Wellington working under Professor Doug Pearce in that university’s tourism department. Gui is located in MS5.G.09 (Ext: 6571). He also has several links with Brasilian publishers if anyone has a book that they think might do well in a Brasilian context – so see Gui!  We haven’t actually asked him, but guess he is probably a real football supporter, that is a supporter of the round ball sport – so if you wish to talk about the ‘beautiful game’ – try Gui.

Finally, yes we have had some more papers accepted for publication – step forward Alison McIntosh, Jenny Cave, Asad Mohsin, Anne Zahra and Chris Ryan – we must remember to forward them to Amanda when they are finally published (in 2007!). To all our colleagues in the Management School – have a Happy Easter.
