Department of Tourism Management
From the heat of Alice Springs at 40 degrees to the cold of an English winter with below zero temperatures, the staff of Tourism Department have been scattered throughout the world in their pursuit of knowledge, case studies, observations and photographs with which to illustrate PowerPoint presentations.  Such presentations may be accompanied with the sounds of a Scottish hogmannay, Arabian singing or simply the video of very sweaty conference delegates as staff utilize modern cine and digital photography.

Or – to be more precise! Tim Lockyer has commenced his sabbatical with fact finding at the University of Gloucestershire – where his first report was of a freezing British winter.  He then traveled north to meet our recent colleague, Brian Eaton, only to find that he had narrowly escaped being flooded.  From there he proceeded in Chris Ryan’s footsteps to the Scottish Hotel School, where hopefully he avoided the aftermath of the 100 mph winds that had swept through Scotland the previous few days.  Chris had been fulfilling his role as Visiting Professor at the University of Northumbria in Newcastle, giving presentations both there and in Glasgow at the Scottish Hotel School, University of Strathclyde, but being primarily overcome by seeing his son, Mark, perform well at the Newcastle United Academy, while a highlight for them both was the cultural experience of a FA Cup round at Swansea, where both learnt chants not heard (as yet) upon the terraces of a Waikato FC football match!

At the hot end of the dimension, Asad Mohsin returned from India, complete with over 1,000 questionnaires ready for analysis, while Jenny Cave sent in a plaintive note to say she was not coping well with the heat wave in Central Australia that hit her and other delegates at the annual research conference of the Council of Australian Universities in Tourism and Hospitality Education being hosted by the Charles Darwin University in Alice Springs.  Air conditioning was being voted an essential of life – not a luxury!
Earlier, in December 2004, a full cohort of the Department gave scintillating and creative performances at the Biennial New Zealand National Tourism and Hospitality Research Conference hosted by Victoria University, Wellington. Among those giving a paper was Alison McIntosh, who upon her return learnt that a) she had had a paper accepted by the Journal of Travel Research (one of the ‘big 3’ in our field – but not due for publication until 2006) and b) even though she had not been here for a full year, nonetheless had come third in the WMS Research Points round for 2004 – well done Alison!  Anne Zahra used some of her time in Wellington to scour the archives for yet more information relating to her Ph.D while she too has had a paper accepted for publication in Current Issues in Tourism.  Indeed this has been a good time for publication with Asad Mohsin also getting an article published in the Journal of Travel and Tourism Research.  

We are also pleased to say that Melissa Tsai succeeded in her doctoral viva and that the few required changes to her Ph.D thesis have now been made, and the document is now being bound for final submission to the University. So – congratulations to Dr Melissa, who is now enjoying teaching at the Kaohsiung National Hospitality College in Taiwan which is Taiwan’s leading University for tourism, hospitality, recreation and leisure, being specifically established by the Taiwanese government to pursue these subjects.
