MOVIE ANALYSIS PAPER

Prepared by Ruth Guzley, California State University at Chico

The purpose of this assignment is to test your ability to recognize and analyze concepts/ideas from the assigned contemporary leadership readings over the past four weeks.  These readings include a focus on:  culture & leadership; citizen & community leadership; women & leadership; Connective leadership; and leaders, followers & power.

The basis of your analysis will be a popular movie. I have selected twelve movies where the element of leadership plays a predominant role.  You may select one of these twelve movies from which to write your paper.  The movies are:

Brubaker



Patch Adams




Erin Brockovich


Remember the Titans

Gandhi



Saving Private Ryan

Lord of the Rings (lst one)

Silkwood

Michael Collins


Stand & Deliver

Norma Rae



The Last Castle

The primary focus of your paper should be the relationship between leaders and followers in the movie so you’ll want to review those readings and your related notes. Each movie is different in terms of this relationship.  While all movies have a predominant leader about whom you will want to write, in addition there may be one or more other leaders who play an important role as well.  In these cases to maintain a clear focus you may want to discuss the relationship between these two individuals as opposed to discussing each one separately as a leader.  Be mindful of the fact that leaders and followers may also change roles in the movie at least occasionally.  

Your instructions for completing this assignment after watching the movie are as follows:

1. Provide no more than a one-page overview of the movie and main characters to be discussed.

2. Identify and discuss/define two concepts/ideas from the readings on leaders, followers & power to serve as the focal point of your analysis.  Your discussion should provide enough detail and breadth to fit any examples you offer from the movie.

3.  If the movie you select can also be discussed in terms of concepts/ideas from the other contemporary readings (e.g., women and leadership), you may substitute one of these concepts/ideas for one of the two concepts/ideas from the readings on leaders, followers, and power.

4. Apply the selected concepts/ideas to the movie you have selected; that is, demonstrate how each concept/idea applies to the movie you have selected.  Use specific examples or scenes from the movie to support your argument.

Your paper should be written in essay format, be approximately four to five pages long, and typed (double-spaced, 1-inch margins on all four sides, font size of 12, page numbers in upper right-hand corner of each page).  Include a cover page with the title of the movie selected, assignment name, course name, professor's name, due date of the assignment, and your name (no page number). The cover page does not count toward the page requirement.

