Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management
Prior to commencing our news, the first thing to be mentioned was Anne Zahra’s successful completion of her doctoral degree.  Never shirking a challenge, Anne’s examiners were two of the leading figures in the field, namely Professor C. Michael Hall who has probably written more books than any other of his colleagues, and Professor Leo Jago, who is the research director for the Co-operative Research Centre for Sustainable Tourism, a nationally funded Australian CRC. That such examiners commented upon Anne’s innovative work was indeed a compliment. 
Like many colleagues, staff from the Department travelled extensively over the summer period undertaking various projects. That has raised some issues for members of a Department that has been engaged in teaching and research into tourism and its sustainability for many years, indeed in the case of some for over a decade.  Departmental members are mindful of a growing chorus of criticism directed at airlines for carbon emissions – though to a large extent airline traffic is a comparatively minor ‘culprit’ given that currently emissions are approximately 3 to 5 percent of the total.  However, given the expected increases in air traffic, and should other industries succeed in reducing emission of global warming gases, this proportion can only grow. Additionally, the evidence is that emissions at higher altitudes have differing effects than those at sea level. The effect on public opinion has been to make flights an ethical issue as evidenced by declarations last year by the Anglican church and commentaries such as that expressed by the BBC on http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/4266466.stm.  This represents a challenge, but for many members of the Department it is not a new challenge given past and current work and research.  But the debate has led to some behaviour changes and some members of the Department have taken to buying carbon trade offs such as those made available through web companies such as the Carbon Neutral Company – see http://www.carbonneutral.com/shop/results.asp?cat1=Flights and MyCarbonDebt – see http://www.mycarbondebt.com/content/calculator/personal/flight.shtml for off setting carbon flight emissions.  It does seem to some, but to be honest, not all, that if the School is serious about being sustainable, then at least at a personal level, staff should be making such purchases.  It is, as Al Gore states in his film An Inconvenient Truth a question of ethics. (Incidentally that film now forms part of the curriculum of one of the Department’s papers).
But enough of the soapbox!  Apart from such issues, what have staff been doing?  Chris Ryan spent a month in Dubai – a country famed for possessing a quarter of the world’s cranes given its amazing building boom.  Currently artificial islands have extended its coastline from 75 kilometres to 1500 kilometres!  Its carbon footprint is large!  However, while Chris gave some lectures there, what really caught his attention – and another bout of writing and research – was the development at Al Maha where a luxury lodge complete with individual swimming pools for each of its separate units (thereby producing a total of 42 swimming pools) is actively involved in a desert reclamation scheme to undo over 300 years of problems of camel gazing. This has involved the planting of nearly 7,000 trees over a land area that covers 5% of Dubai’s land surface.  Chris is intending to revisit the area in January 2008 to continue work there.
The Department also recently welcomed Alison McIntosh back from her study leave.  She had a highly productive period of leave resulting in the completion and publication of several journal articles, research reports and international conference proceedings.  During her time away she conducted collaborative research with colleagues from University of Haifi, Israel, The Scottish Hotel School, Glasgow, AUT University and Otago University.  An output arising from these collaborations is a forthcoming edited research book on International Perspectives of the Commercial Home, to be published by Routledge International Series in Tourism, Business and Management.  She also presented papers at two international conferences: Innovation & Tourism International Seminar on Wellness Tourism in Palma de Majorca, Spain in September 2006, and Critical Tourism Studies Downunder Conference, UTS Sydney, Australia, 24 November 2006.
Anne Zahra also gave a conference paper at the recent CAUTHE Conference on the historic development of regional tourism organisations in New Zealand, which will be the subject of her next book.  In addition Anne is now aiding district councils in the south of the Waikato on the development of tourism policies. Jenny Cave is just back from Calcutta, where she attended an Indian wedding of one of 500 guests, and is now patiently waiting for the henna tattoos to disappear from her hands.  Apparently the original tattooing process required a 6 hour ‘operation’, but as a culturally acceptable means of gaining entrée to the section of Indian society with which she was mixing – this was highly successful.  Asad Mohsin arrived back for Adelaide where he met with colleagues from the University of South Australia, while Professor Christine Lim was recently at Lat Trobe University in Melbourne meeting colleagues there, and currently is conducting research while on sabbatical at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore.  Asad was also a member of the New Zealand Ministry of Education group visiting Muscat in Oman representing the University and tourism and hospitality management education.  He was involved in various discussions relating to the development of tourism and hospitality education in Oman with a view to furthering the School’s involvement in such education in that Emirate and gave a presentation that summarised discussions to officials from the Oman Department of Education.  For his part Charlie Panakera has been cheering on his fellow Solomon Islander, Stanley Waiata as Charlie has acquired another new role – as a Director of Waikato FC, while Tim Lockyer has been spending much of the summer writing and decorating! Both have also been very busy in other directions, with Charlie having completed a research project to be published relating to war based tourism in the Solomon’s while Tim has been completing outstanding work on his forthcoming book.
