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Abstract: 

 
Over the past decade, 'social enterprise' has become a major organisational focus for activity 
relating to community and social development. Research has begun to document this, but to this 

point has been primarily functionalist and descriptive.  

 
This presentation will begin to recast 'social enterprise' by considering it as an organisational 

community identity rather than a structure, function or activity. Why has this new identity and 
new language emerged in a domain formerly mostly considered 'social service' or 'not-for-profit'? 

What are the political, ideological and institutional agendas engaged by renaming and the 

development of the new social enterprise identity? We will consider both the formulations of 
identity framed by social identity theory and by organisational ecology. 
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